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After more than 30 years of successful service in every kind of application including the drawing of the largest cables made, the Development Product TRANZ 1362, was 
placed in our Sales Range as TRANZ Q26, a member of the TRANZ Q Series for Energy Transfer and Control. Since its inception, proof abounds of the quite 
exceptional load carrying capacity and point loading capabilities of the Q26 product in long and complex draws of all cable sizes including up to 150 mm diameter.  

But, most importantly, sophisticated development of the Q26 Compound’s internal structuring, has enabled this excellent lubricity to be accompanied by a unique control 
characteristic which means that TRANZ Q26 exhibits reproducible control simply from varying the power input requirement over the draw.  

This characteristic was resolved during the extensive Industry consultation phase, when the original 1362 compound was being designed. Here, repeated warnings 
about the problems of over-lubrication, were sounded by field crews. These applied to the perils experienced from spontaneous disgorgement of lubricated cable after 
being drawn into conduit lying in steep country, upon detachment of restraint from the winch.  

This dangerous phenomena, from the unrestrained and unlimited "over-lubrication" effects, inherent to all simple lubricants, was the incentive for FIELD 
PERFORMANCE to devise the first shear-responsive and dependent, cable drawing lubricant compound, exhibiting what we call the "stick-slip" effect. This characteristic 
places precise control of the draw rate in the hands of the winch crews and maintains TRANZ Q26 as unique among products offered for this role.  

The "stick-slip” structure means that when TRANZ Q26 is used to lubricate cable, the winch operator can initiate power induced slip in the compound, (as a 
consequence of a designed instantaneous reduction in net structural internal shear friction, designed within the compound), the moment the cable moves at the 
commencement of the draw. But when draw rate (and hence internal shear), is reduced or terminated, the lubricant film on the cable undergoes a reversely 
disproportional increase in internal friction, so that lubricity of the cable is sharply reduced and therefore remaining under control as movement slows.  

Further more since TRANZ Q26 is a biphasic compound and not just a simple gum-in-water solution with all the disadvantages of such, its strong oleophillic phase 
ensures that it evenly wets and clings substantively to every type of cable insulation, no matter how oily or waxy the surface and spreads readily along the conduits 
where the cable bears on them. Simple, water solution lubricants, cannot even wet, let alone level out on, the extremely water repellent surface on typical high polymer 
plastic or other organics sheathing or coatings.  

These exceptional features of TRANZ Q26 result in adherent, non-drip retention of the lubricant film on the cable, showing benefits, both from economy in use and 
environmental responsibility through a major reduction in soil intrusion from absence of dripping. Even if accidental spills into soil or water occur, the TRANZ Q26 
imposes an almost negligible bio-burden and is rapidly and totally digestible by soil and water borne organisms. 

After more than 30 years of Power Industry use, the only changes needed in TRANZ Q26 over the last 10 years has been the necessary progressive determinations and 
refinement in raw materials to ensure the entire lubricant remains biodegradable, together with extended trialing on all the new types of insulation materials and cables, 
including the new sheathed optical fiber bundles. 


